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Explanation of Examinations and Scoring

This Guide to Test Interpretation provides an overview of reporting for Arizona’s Instrument to
Measure Standards Dual Purpose Assessment (AIMS DPA). It is intended to help educators apply
test report data to the needs of individual students and the district as a whole.

The Purpose of Testing

One of the principal purposes of a school testing program is to provide teachers with
information to help students learn. Testing, or assessment, plays a vital role in today’s education
environment. Assessment results often are a major force in shaping public perceptions about
the capabilities of our students and the quality of our schools. As a primary tool for educators
and policymakers, assessment is used for many important purposes. Assessment results are used
to help improve teaching and learning and to evaluate programs and schools. Assessment is
also used to generate the data upon which policy decisions are made. Because of the important
functions it performs, educational assessment is a fundamental activity in every school, district,
and state. It is a vital complement to innovation, higher standards, and educational excellence.

AIMS DPA is the result of many years of intense effort and collaboration among teachers,
administrators, and the Arizona Department of Education.

AIMS DPA is used to test Arizona students in Grades 3 through 8. This assessment measures the
student’s level of proficiency in Writing, Reading, and Mathematics and provides each student’s
national percentile rankings in Reading/Language and Mathematics. In addition, Arizona
students in Grades 4 and 8 are given a Science assessment.

AIMS DPA combines 20 to 30 Norm Referenced Test (NRT) items with AIMS standards-based
items into one test form. AIMS DPA provides separate NRT and AIMS scores, while reducing the
total number of items by approximately 40 percent.

How Results Are Measured

Students are tested on the Writing, Reading, Mathematics, and Science Standards. Each
standard uses the format of levels—Strands, Concepts, and Performance Objectives. The
Strands are identified subsets of a content area with Concepts attached to each Strand, and
Performance Objectives attached to each Concept. Concepts are broad statements of what
students should know and be able to accomplish. For example, in the Reading content area,
one Concept is to employ strategies to comprehend text. Performance Objectives are specific
measurable statements beginning with an action verb to identify what students should know
and what skills they should be able to accomplish. For example, in the Mathematics content
area, one Performance Objective is to solve problems involving perimeter of convex polygons.

These academic standards were developed by Arizona teachers for Arizona students. Further
information about Writing, Reading, Mathematics, and Science Standards; AIMS DPA testing;
and assessment reports is available on the Arizona Department of Education Web site at
http://www.azed.gov/standards.
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Components of AIMS DPA

The following content areas are covered in AIMS DPA:
Writing

Basic and higher-order skills essential for effective written communication are combined in this
test. These skills include writing compositions, using conventions of Standard English (spelling,
grammar, capitalization, and punctuation), and revising writing to improve expression. AIMS
DPA Writing evaluates specific aspects of writing skills through the use of one extended-
response writing prompt.

Reading

As students read fiction and nonfiction passages, interviews, editorials, and articles as part

of AIMS DPA Reading, they answer questions assessing skills such as reading comprehension,
identification of support for main ideas, application of multi-step directions, ability to make
and support assertions, and analysis and evaluation of themes. Multiple-choice questions target
specific skills.

Mathematics

Real-world topics engage students’ interest, provide context, and encourage confidence in
their ability to do mathematics. Procedures such as estimation and mental computation are
interwoven throughout AIMS DPA Mathematics. Reading and interpreting graphs as well as the
principles of geometry and measurement are also assessed.

Science

AIMS DPA Science is designed to assess each student’s ability to apply the processes of scientific
inquiry to real-world scientific investigations. Students also answer questions that test their
understanding and application of science content knowledge. Other questions evaluate
students’ understanding of the history and nature of science, the relationship between science
and technology, and the impact of science and technology on humans and the environment.

* % %

AIMS DPA Reading, Mathematics, and Science contain multiple-choice questions with four
possible answer choices. These answers are machine-scored. AIMS DPA Writing contains an
extended-response writing prompt which allows students to demonstrate their skills in more
complex levels of thinking and is scored by a professional staff experienced in providing reliable
and consistent hand-scoring.
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Using Results

AIMS DPA results and reports provide useful information for determining the performance
of students in your school and classroom. This guide will also help you prepare for questions
from parents, students, and other members of the educational community regarding AIMS
DPA results.

Each report is designed to present clearly the information most useful to you, to parents or
guardians, and to students. The tables on this page and on page 4 show the reports and the
quantities of each a school or district will receive.

AIMS DPA Report Information
AIMS DPA School and District Packages
Each Package listed below is sent for Writing/Reading, Mathematics, and Science.
School Summary Packages

Package 1
Report No. Copies
Summary Concept Performance Report—School 1
Demographic Report—School* 1
NRT Summary Report—School* 1

Confidential Roster Report Detail with Roster
Report Summary—School

Confidential Roster Report Detail with Roster

Report Summary—Group 2

Confidential Concept Performance Report—School 1

Confidential Concept Performance Report—Group 1

* not available for Science

Package 2
Report No. Copies
Summary Report—School 1
Guide to Test Interpretation Spring 2008 AIMS DPA Page 3
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School Student Packages

Package 1
Report No. Copies
Student Report—School 1
Student Longitudinal Report—School* 1
* not available for Science

Package 2
Report No. Copies
Student Report—School 1
Student Longitudinal Report—School* 1
* not available for Science

District Packages

Package 1
Report No. Copies
Summary Concept Performance Report—District 2
Summary Concept Performance Report—School 2
Demographic Report—District* 2
Demographic Report—School* 1
NRT Summary—District* 2
NRT Summary—School* 1
Confidential Roster Report Detail with Roster 1
Report Summary—School
* not available for Science

Package 2
Report No. Copies
Summary Report—District 2
Summary Report—School 1
Student Data File—Group 1onCD

Spring 2008 AIMS DPA
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Sample Reports

Information Included on All Reports

A
B
D

The name of the test assessment series appears
here for easy identification.

The name of the report is presented here. In this
example, it is the Demographic Report.

This area of the report is reserved for the name of
the individual or group taking the assessment.

The grade level of the individual or group is always
included on the report. Each report contains results
for one grade level.

The purpose of the test is stated here. The wording
in this section is different in the Science reports
than in the Writing, Reading, and Mathematics
reports.

The lower part of the left panel of each report provides
more specific information about the test and the
student or group, and may include the following:

Guide to Test Interpretation

The test date.

The District-School Number and the name of the
School, District, and County as appropriate to the
level being reported.

Although the individual Sample Reports featured
in this document may reflect the results from a
single AIMS DPA content area, similar reports are
generated for Writing, Reading, Mathematics, and
Science. (The Demographic Report, the Student
Longitudinal Report, and the NRT Summary Report
are not available for Science.)

Arizona’s

Instrument to Measure
Standards

Dual Purpose Assessment

8]
rt

Demographic Repo

District: ANYDISTRICT

Grade: 4

oo

Purpose E

The AIMS-DPA is administered to students
in third through eighth grade to determine
their knowledge and understanding of the
AIMS Academic Standards in reading,
writing, and mathematics. The AIMS-DPA
also compares a student’s performance
nationally. The data derived from the
AIMS-DPA is used to guide instruction
and measure school performance.

Test Date: 04/07/08

Dist#: XXXXX
County: MARICOPA

Page 1
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Confidential Roster Report Detail with Roster Report Summary

(Confidential Roster Report Detail)
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Highlights of the Confidential Roster Report Detail

[} !dentifies the group and grade. This report is generated at the group and school levels—
the sample shown on the previous page is for the group.

Lists students alphabetically within the group for the grade tested.

Provides each student’s AIMS Scale Score, AIMS Performance Level, and TerraNova National
Percentile for the Reading/Language and Mathematics content areas.

Indicates the test date and identifies the District-School Number, School, District, and
County.

E KA
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Confidential Roster Report Detail with Roster Report Summary

(Roster Report Summary)
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Highlights of the Roster Report Summary

Identifies the group and grade. This report is generated at the group and school levels—
the sample shown on the previous page is for the group.

Identifies the four performance levels (“Exceeds,” “Meets,” “Approaches,” and “Falls Far
Below"”), showing “Exceeds” and “Meets"” as passing.

B B B

Provides and visually depicts the percentage and number of students in the
four performance levels within the Science content area.

Indicates the number of students with valid results for the Science content area.

Indicates the mean scale score for the Science content area.

Indicates the test date and identifies the District-School Number, School, District, and
County.
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Demographic Report
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Highlights of the Demographic Report

E KA

Identifies the district and grade. This report is generated at the school, district, and county
levels—the sample shown on the previous page is for the district.

Shows the demographic categories.
Indicates the number of documents scored in the district as a whole and in each
demographic category.

Indicates the number of students with valid results in the district as a whole and in each
demographic category. The number of Students with Valid Results (D) differs from the
Number of Documents Scored (C) in that students with no valid attempt or an invalidation
are not included in the number of students with valid results and are not included in the
report summaries.

Provides the number and percentage of student scores within each performance level for
the district as a whole and for each demographic category.

Provides the number and percentage of students with passing scores for the district as a
whole and for each demographic category.

Indicates the mean scale score for the district as a whole and for each demographic
category.

Indicates the test date and identifies the District-School Number and the County.
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Student Report for Writing, Reading, and Mathematics (front)
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Highlights of the Student Report for Writing, Reading, and Mathematics (front)

EEHBE M O & B

H B3

Identifies the student and the student’s grade.

Identifies the four performance levels (“Exceeds,” “Meets,” “Approaches,” and “Falls Far
Below"”), showing “Exceeds” and “Meets” as passing.

Provides and illustrates with a bar graph the student’s performance level within the
performance level range in the Reading content area.

Provides and illustrates with a bar graph the student’s performance level within the
performance level range in the Writing content area.

Provides and illustrates with a bar graph the student’s performance level within the
performance level range in the Mathematics content area.

Identifies the strands and concepts in the Reading content area.
Identifies the six traits of effective writing in the Writing content area.
Identifies the strands and concepts in the Mathematics content area.

Indicates the points possible, points earned, and percent correct for each of the strands
and concepts within the Reading and Mathematics content areas, and indicates the points
possible and points earned for each of the traits within the Writing content area.

Provides the student’s national percentile and national stanine scores in the Reading,
Language, and Mathematics content areas.

Identifies the student’s birth date and the Student Accountability Information System (SAIS)
Number.

Indicates the test date and identifies the District-School Number, School, District, and
County.
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Student Report for Science (front)
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Highlights of the Student Report for Science (front)

O o >

Identifies the student and the student’s grade.

Identifies the four performance levels (“Exceeds,” “Meets,” “Approaches,” and
“Falls Far Below"), showing “Exceeds” and “Meets” as passing.

Provides and illustrates with a bar graph the student’s performance level within the
performance level range in the Science content area.

Identifies the strands and concepts in the Science content area.

Indicates the points possible, points earned, and percent correct for each of the strands and
concepts within the Science content area.

Identifies the student’s birth date and the Student Accountability Information System (SAIS)
Number.

Indicates the test date and identifies the District-School Number, School, District,
and County.
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Student Report for Writing, Reading, and Mathematics (back)

II'H-MEJIJON

410

‘Buipuelsiapun Jo [9A9] AJojorlsiies B 9ABIUDE O] JSpJo
Ul UolieIpSWSd pue Uoiondisul |eUOIpRE JO Junowe
9]geJapIsuod e a4inbad Ajjensn |[Im SJUSPNIS ‘piepuels
Ujew s,91e1s aUj 199w Ajlioloe)siies 0} AJessaosu

Q.. 12U S[|Ms pue abps|mouy psiwi| pue sdeb
JuesuBls aaey Aew [9AS] SIU} Ul S400S OUM SIUSPNIS

‘Buipuelsiapun Jo |ans| AJojoejsiies e aasIyse

0} J9p.JO U] UOljelpawad pue UoljorJisu| [euoliippe
2linbas AeWw pue JUspIAS aJe s||is pue abBpajmou|

ul sdef aulog "splib 81eUIPJI00D UO sjulod 91e20]

pue ‘suoBAjod JenBai Aliuspl ‘sulsned Bups|dwoo
pue BulpusIxa ‘B|gelieA SUO UYlim suolenbs dois-auo
Buiajos ‘siaquinu ajoym aAl3isod o saoloe) BulALiuspl
Ag ssinpsooad pue s3daouod s,piepuels yiew syl

Jo Bujpugisispun SWOS MOUS [9A3] SIU} Je wJopsd oym
SIUBPNIS 4oMm JUs|oljoid JO) [ejusuiepuN) BJe Jeyl S|IDiS
a1 Jo uolieolidde pue abpsimou syl Jo Buipuelsispun
Jeiied MOUS [9A3] SIUI Ul 9J0JS OUM SIUSPNIS

“Je1wlliad pue esle pull 0} seinwio) Aidde

pue ‘sa|buelil Alisse|o ‘ss|bue jusnibuoo szjuboosl

ues Asy] "suolieN}IS [enIXSIU0D Ul sjuaoiad pue
‘slewoap ‘suonoed) Buouie Acusieainbs sulwisBep pue
‘g|geliea SUO Uiim suolssaldxa oleigable sidwis slenjeas
‘swalqold piom dajs-[}INW SA|0S O} B[qe 842 [9A3]

S|y} Je wJopied oym SUSPNIS plepuels yiew syl Ag
ps)o9jed se Jsjew 198[gns Uo souewW.Ioad ojwspese
PIIOS € 9)eJiSUoWSP [9AS] SIU} Ul S400S QUM SIUSPNIS

'se4nBy Jejjwis pue Jusnibuod Ussmisq Yysinbulsip pue
‘S9[0419 JO SSINQLIFE AJIUSPI ‘S[eWIDSP puB Siaquinu
paxiw ‘suojoel) 1adoud joeaians pue ppe ‘sucioed)
Adwis ‘sjewpap spiaIp ues Asyl “pJepuels yiew syj jo
JUBW|[INS Ul sBlljige pue ‘s||Dis ‘9BpaMoUX JO Uleam

e 9jeJisUoWap [9A3] SiUl 18 wiopad oym sjuspnis
'SJUBpNIS ||e 4o} [OB 2yl puoAsd Ajeliueisans si leul
JuswsAs|yoe AQ PeJUSPIAS SE SoueW.IOLISd dlWspede
Joliadns e sjeJisn||l 19A8] SIU} Ul DJ0IS OUM SUSPNIS

‘Buipuelsiapun Jo [9AS] AJOloe)S|IES B BASIUDER O} JBPIO
Ul Uoljelpaliad pue UsIiondisul [euoiippe Jo junowe
3]gelapIsuod e siinbal Ajjensn |Im SJUSPNIS “piepuels
Buillm s,9181S BU1 198W A[1401oeSlIeS 0} Adessaosu
aJe 12Ul S[|M{S pue abps|mouy pslwl| pue sdeb
uBls aney Aew [9AS] SIU} Ul D400 OUM SIUSPNIS

‘Buipuelsiapun Jo |9as] AJojoejsiies e aaslyse

O} JSPJO U] UOojIeIpSWSJ pue Uolondisul [euoiiippe alinbsi
Aeuwl pue juspias aJe s||pjs pue sbpamouy Ul sdeb suwog
-afesn pue Jewwedb Jo Buipueisiapun siseq e Buimoys
pue ‘oido} 8Y3 0] JUBAS|SJ SPJOM UliM S9oUSIUSS S|duils
BulonJisuod ‘sousnbas pue azjuebio o1 Bupdwsne
‘asodund Buillam Jo sseusseme pajiwl| Buljelisuowsp

AQ UOJjEDIUNWIWIOS USHLIM JO SJUBSWSIS 21Seq SU} Jo

swos asn o} AJljige SUl MoUs [9A8] SIU) Je wJoisd oym
SIUBPNIS oM Jusiolod Jo} [elusuwiepun) ale eyl s|ipis
2 Jo uonesiidde pue abpajmoud| syl o Buipuelsiapun
Jeilied moys [9A3] SIU] Ul 9J03S OUM SIUSPNIS

‘sojueyoaW
BUIIIM JO [0J4IUOD JUSISISUCD B)eISUoWSP pue ‘spJom
oA 1d1I0S3p JO AJ9lden e BZ||IN ‘SUo)ISUR] SAIJOSYS
yum Ajjeoibo| sousnbas ‘pus pue ‘eippiw ‘Buiuuibag

e yum azjuefio ‘eapl ulew Jes|o e ssaidxs ued Asyl
*SUDIIUSALOD JO $8InJ 2iseq Ajdde pue uojiesiunwwod
pooB JO sjuswis|a AJJUSp] 0} S|ge aJe |2A9]

S|y} Je wJopied cuym suspnig ‘plepuels Bulilim syl Ag
pa)osljed se Jsjew 103[gns Uo souewW.oNad ojwspeoe
pIIOS € 9] JISUOWSP [8AS] SIU} U] 8400S OUM SIUSpNIS

*SUOIIUSAUOD U] S10448 M3} Bupjew pue ‘asodind Jo ssuss
BuoJls e BullesIUNWWOD pue sousipne syl Buibebus
‘spJom paliea pue asiosad Buisn ‘eosid Buiisalsiul

pue ‘pasnoo} ‘ies|d Ajjeuondeoxs ue Bupim Ag
suocesIuNWWos uspLim poob Ajdde pue Ajuspl o1 Ajljige
51 S)eJdisUOWSP [9A3] SIY] 18 Wioied oym sluspnis
*sjuspnis ||e Joj [eob syl puoAsd Ajleiueisans si jeul
JusWaABIYoe AQ PadUSPIAS SB 9ouUeW.I0LISd SlWspeoe
Joliadns e sjeJisn||l [9AS] SIUF Ul SJ09S OUM SIUSPNIS

‘Bulpuelsiapun Jo [9AS] AJoloe)siies B 9AsIUde O} JSpJo
Ul UclieIpswsd pue uoliondisul [euciippe Jo juncwe
S[geJapIsuod e adinbad Ajjensn ||im SIUSPNIS pJiepuels
BuipesJ s,51e1s 9y} 192W A|liojoe)Siies 0] AJessaosu
e 1ey)] s||ps pue abpsmouy payw|| pue sdeb
esiubls saey Aew [9A9] SIU} U] 9409S OUM SIUSPNIS

‘BulpuelsJiapun Jo |9as] AJojoe)s|ies B 9As|Use

0} J9pJO U] UOjje|pawal pue Uoliorisul jeuollippe
alinbaJ Aew pue JuspiAs aJe s[Ipis pue abpsjmouy|

ul sdeB swosg ‘sxa) a|dWIS Wo4l SUOISN|DUOD Meip

pue uoiewJolul ol1oads ||eoad 0] 3|ge ale SUSPNIS
'asodJnd s Joyine sy} pue ‘sisjoeleys ulew ‘Buipes
‘24usb Ajljuspl ued ASyL "UONDY-UCU pue ‘UoIDl ‘IX8] Jo
Bujpueisiapun 2iseq e Moys [9A3] SIUl 1e wioied oym
SIUBPNIS oM JUBI2j0.d JO) [elusSLIBpUN) BJe Jey} S|IDiS
s} Jo uoneoiidde pue aBpajmou syl Jo Buipuelsispun
leiied MoUs [9A3] SIUI Ul 9JOJS OUM SIUSPNIS

HELEIRSICH

sazlJs)orieyD 0s|e senbjuyos) pue sbenbue| aalsens.iad
10 @sn s, Joyine o uonuboosy abenbue| aaneinbiy
12.4dJa1u| pue ‘sydsouos pue seapl palidu szAjeue
‘sawayl AJ1Iuapl o} sjge ag |IIm Asy) "1x9) pusyaiduwod
0} salbaielis Buipeas Ajdde Ajaaljosys 0] a|ge ale [9A3|
SIy} 18 wiopad oym suspnis ‘piepuels Buipesa ay) Ag
pPa309|ja.4 Sk Jelew 399[gns Uo 9ouewW.I04Iad ojwepese
pIlOS B 3]e4iSUoWap [9A3] SIU3 U] 9402S OUM SIUSPNIS

gre)
93 WoJy sousp|AL uodn paseq SUOISN|oUoD 3|gIsusep
MEJD PUB ‘UOJUIdO LD} JoB) BJRIIUSISLID ‘SSSUDAIJOSHS
s, Joyjne sjen|ens o} s|ge aJ4e Asy] "Ixel Buibus|ieyo
aJow Bupuayaadwod Ul SIS [enualalul pue [esiiAjeus
BuoJis sjeJISUOWSP [9A3] SIU} 1B WJolad oym suspnis
*SJUBpNIS [le 10} |eOB au1 puoksg Ajlenueisans si jeul
JusWSASIYoR AQ PSJUSPIAS SE SoUBW.IOISd JlWspedR
Joliadns e sjeJisn||l [9A8] SIU} Ul BJOIS OUM SIUSPNIS

mojag
ied sjed

sayoeolddy

spaaoxg

sonewayje Bunm Buipeay oocmgm_oﬂ,ﬂ
G apels) - s10)duoSa(g [2A9T 2oUBWIOLAd BUOZLIY

Guide to Test Interpretation

Spring 2008 AIMS DPA
Copyright © 2008 by Arizona Department of Education

Page 16



Highlights of the Student Report for Writing, Reading, and Mathematics (back)

[} Defines performance levels.
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Student Longitudinal Report (front)
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Highlights of the Student Longitudinal Report (front)

oo )i>

Identifies the student and the student’s grade.

Features a letter to parents/guardians.

Identifies the student’s birth date and the Student Accountability Information System (SAIS)
Number.

Indicates the test date and identifies the District-School Number, School, District, and
County.
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Student Longitudinal Report (back)
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Highlights of the Student Longitudinal Report (back)

[} !dentifies the student and the student’s grade.

[} Provides and illustrates with a bar graph a comparison of the student’s scale scores and
performance levels for 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008; and provides the school mean scale
score and the district mean scale score within the Reading content area for the current
school year.

Provides and illustrates with a bar graph a comparison of the student’s scale scores and
performance levels for 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008; and provides the school mean scale
score and the district mean scale score within the Writing content area for the current
school year.

[}] Provides and illustrates with a bar graph a comparison of the student'’s scale scores and
performance levels for 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008; and provides the school mean scale
score and the district mean scale score within the Mathematics content area for the
current school year.

E Identifies the student’s birth date and the Student Accountability Information System (SAIS)

Number.

E Indicates the test date and identifies the District-School Number, School, District, and
County.
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Summary Report

10000-£0-100592210WO0LZP0 -AIELD

"$3IBWIWNS @Y} U] PAPN|OU| JOU aJe PUB S}NS8J PIIBA U}IM SJUSPNIS Y} Ul PBPN[OU] JoU aie UohEpl|eAUl Ue Jo jdWslie pljeA ou Y)im SsJuapnis

XX XXX XXXX | XX XXX XX XXX XX XXX XX XXX XXX XXX NOLONIHSYM
XX XXX XXX | XX XXX XX XXX XX XXX XX XXX XXX XXX NOSIAYIN
XX XXX XXXX | XX XXX XX XXX XX XXX XX XXX XXX XXX NOSN9OY3d
XX XXX XXX | XX XXX XX XXX XX XXX XX XXX XXX XXX W33 LYVH
XX XXX XXX XX XXX i XX XXX § XX XXX E XX XXX XXX XXXX E 1014 1SIAANY
XX XXX XXX XX XXX i XX XXX § XX XXX E XX XXX XXX XXX VdOOIdVYIN
d | B
XX XXX XXX XX X000 XX XOOOE XX XOOXX E XX XOOKX | XXXXX XXX VYNOZIYV
dN ERIY 84025 % Ni % Ni % Ni % N s)nsay P3.4029
ue|psiy uesp aleng Mmolag ssyoec.ddy SEET spesox3 | plleA Ulm [sjuswnoog
uesiy Jed sjjed SJUSPNIS | JO JBqUINN
abenbue $alI06a)eD) 19AT 20urULIoMad
DAON DAL $24098 JUapNIS Jo {24, ) JUadsad pue (N) Jaquiny
u §81008 m §810208 SNIV mc_u._t_;

pesusaiajey-wioN

7 28vg

vdODHYI Aunod
XXXXX As1a

80/£0/v0 :838Q 3581

‘9oueWIOLIRd [00YDS SInsesw pue
uojponJisul 8pInk o} pesn s yYda-SWIV
34} WO paaliep elep syl ‘Ajleuoneu
gouewJoad s,3uspnis e saledwod os|e
Yda-SIV SUL "sonewsyleul pue ‘Buiim
‘BuipesJ Ul spJepuels J1Wapedy SNIY
Sy} Jo Bulpueisiapun pue sbpajmouy 418y}

aujwIs1ep
sjuspnis o1

o1 apedf yybie ybnoaul paiuy Ul
poJslsiulwpe S| vda-SWIV 8ul
asoding

g :epeig

LOI41SIGANY dMIsId

poday Arewwng

JURUWISSASS Y asoding jon(g

spJepue)s

ainsespy 0} JuawWnysuj

S, eUOZLIY

Guide to Test Interpretation

Spring 2008 AIMS DPA
Copyright © 2008 by Arizona Department of Education

Page 22



Highlights of the Summary Report

e B

Identifies the district and grade. This report is generated at the school, district, and county
levels—the sample shown on the previous page is for the district.

Identifies the state, county, and district, as well as the schools that participated in the
assessment.

Indicates the number of documents scored by state, county, district, and school.

Indicates the number of students with valid results by state, county, district, and school. The
number of Students with Valid Results (D) differs from the Number of Documents Scored
(C) in that students with no valid attempt or an invalidation are not included in the number
of students with valid results and are not included in the report summaries.

Provides the number and percentage of student scores in the four performance levels by
state, county, district, and school; and indicates the mean scale score for the state, county,
district, and school.

Provides the Norm-Referenced scores, showing the mean Normal Curve Equivalent (NCE)
and the median National Percentile (NP) for TerraNova Language. These columns will be
blank in the Summary Report for Science.

Indicates the test date and identifies the District-School Number and County.
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NRT Summary
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Highlights of the NRT Summary Report

u Identifies the school and grade. This report is generated at the school, district, county, and
state levels—the sample shown on the previous page is for the school.

Provides and illustrates with a bar graph the median National Percentile (NP) scores for the
school by content areas of Reading, Language, and Mathematics.

for the content areas of Reading, Language, and Mathematics.

Indicates the number of documents scored and the test date, and identifies the District-
School Number, District, and County. The number of documents scored as referenced here
differs from the number of Students with Valid Results (C) in that students with no valid
attempt or an invalidation are not included in the number of students with valid results
and are not included in the report summaries.

Indicates the number of students with valid results and the median National Percentile (NP)
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Confidential Concept Performance Report
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Highlights of the Confidential Concept Performance Report

Identifies the school and grade. This report is generated at the group and school levels—
the sample shown on the previous page is for the school.

Identifies the strands and concepts for the Reading content area.

Identifies the six traits of effective writing for the Writing content area.

Identifies the strands and concepts for the Mathematics content area.

Indicates the number of points possible for each strand and concept within the Reading
and Mathematics content areas and for each trait within the Writing content area.

Indicates the mean points for the group for each strand and concept within the Reading
and Mathematics content areas and for each trait within the Writing content area.

B B LDERE B

Provides the points earned by individual students, listed alphabetically, for each strand and
concept within the Reading and Mathematics content areas and for each trait within the
Writing content area.

Indicates the number of documents scored and the test date and identifies the District-
School Number, District, and County.
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Summary Concept Performance Report
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Highlights of the Summary Concept Performance Report

Identifies the school and grade. This report is generated at the school, district, and county
levels—the sample shown on the previous page is for the school.

Identifies the strands and concepts for the Science content area.

Indicates the number of points possible for each strand and concept within the Science
content area.

B B

Indicates the mean points for the district for each strand and concept within the Science
content area.

Indicates the mean points for the school for each strand and concept within the Science
content area.

Indicates the mean points earned by the group, listing individual teachers alphabetically,
for each strand and concept within the Science content area.

Indicates the number of documents scored and the test date, and identifies the District-
School Number, District, and County.
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Glossary

Dual Purpose Assessment (DPA)

An assessment that combines 20 to 30 Norm Referenced Test (NRT) items with AIMS standards-
based items into one test form. The DPA provides separate NRT and AIMS scores, while reducing
the total number of items by approximately 40 percent.

Forms
Different versions of a test that measure the same standard.

Item
One of the assessment units, usually a problem or a question, in a test.

Mean
An average, calculated by adding the values of a set of scores and dividing by the number of
scores in the set.

Multiple-Choice Item
A question or incomplete statement that is followed by answer choices, one of which is the
correct or best answer. Also referred to as a Selected-Response Item.

National Percentile (NP)
The percentage of students in a norm group whose scores fall at or below a given score.

National Stanine (NS)
A scale that divides the scores of the norm population into nine groups (1-9). Stanines 4, 5,
and 6 are considered average.

Norm Referenced Test (NRT)
A standardized assessment that compares a student or a group of students with a specified
reference group, usually other students of the same grade or age.

Normal Curve Equivalent (NCE)

A norm-referenced score that contains the same information as percentiles but has the
advantage of being based on an equal-interval scale. In other words, the difference between
two successive scores on the NCE scale has the same meaning throughout the scale. The normal
curve is represented on a scale of 1 through 99, with a mean of 50 and a standard deviation of
approximately 21.

Performance Level
A score that measures a student’s current acquired knowledge and skills in a particular content
area (e.g., writing, reading, mathematics, or science).
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Scale Score

Scale scores provide a standard range for reporting assessment results that permit direct
comparisons of results from one administration to another. Scale scores are reported as
three-digit integers for the AIMS assessment.

Selected-Response Item
A question or incomplete statement that is followed by answer choices, one of which is the
correct or best answer. Also referred to as a Multiple-Choice Item.

Six-Trait Analytical Writing Rubric

A rubric that identifies and evaluates six traits, or characteristics, of effective writing on a
six-point scale, with 6 as the highest score and 1 as the lowest. Student work produced for the
AIMS DPA extended-response writing prompt is scored using this rubric.

Standard
Writing, Reading, Mathematics, and Science are the standards being assessed. Each content
standard can be broken down into three levels:

Strand—an identified subset of a content area

Concept—a broad statement or description of the knowledge and skills in a particular
content area

Performance Objective—a measurable statement of desired knowledge and skills presented
as a goal for student attainment

Standardized Test
A test administered in accordance with explicit directions for uniform administration.
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The McGraw-Hill companies

Eh CTB

T McGraw-Hill

Arizona AIMS DPA Spring 2008 Administration
Additional Scoring Services Order Form

1) Customer Information. All reports for the schools and the district are shipped to the "Ship To" address. Complete the "Bill To" field
if the information is different from the "Ship To" information.

District Name: District Number:

Ship To: Bill To:

Name: Title: Name: Title:
Address: Address:

City: City:

Phone: Fax: Phone: Fax:
Purchase Order # (required): Purchase Order Amount: Authorized Signature (required):

2) Additional Report Services. Additional reports are available after all contracted reports have been delivered. To order, complete
the appropriate box(es) below. There is a $135.00 setup fee associated with each report selected.

Additional Reports

Report Description Content Nsl:r:;’ :r:t(s)f PSrtlss ;ﬁr Total
a Student Report—-group (1 copy) $1.40
] Student Report—school (1 copy) $1.40
] Student Longitudinal Report—school (1 copy) $1.65
a Confidential Roster Report Detail —group (1 copy) $0.75
a Roster Report Summary—group (1 copy) $0.75
] Confidential Roster Report Detail--school (1 copy) $0.75
m] Roster Report Summary—school (1 copy) $0.75
a Confidential Roster Report Detail—district (1 copy) $0.75
a Roster Report Summary—-district (1 copy) $0.75
Q Confidential Concept Proficiency Performance Report—group (1 copy) $1.35
] Confidential Concept Performance Report—school (1 copy) $1.35
a Summary Concept Performance Report—school (1 copy) $1.35
a Summary Concept Performance Report—district (1 copy) $1.35
Q NRT Summary—-school (1 copy) $1.05
Q NRT Summary—-district (1 copy) $1.05
a Demographic Report—school (1 copy) $0.80
a Demographic Report—district (1 copy) $0.80
a Summary Report—school (1 copy) $1.05
] Summary Report—district (1 copy) $1.05
a Student Data File — group (1 copy on CD) NA

Setup fees

Subtotal

Shipping & Handling (calculate as 8% of Subtotal)

Total (add Subtotal & S/H together)

NOTE: Prices indicated above are per student and are valid through October 1, 2008. If you are unsure of the number of students, contact the
Arizona Help Desk at 888-630-9145.
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3) Place Order. To place an order, fax this completed form to 800-428-2668, or mail to

CTB/McGraw-Hill

6901 North Michigan Road
Indianapolis, IN 46268

Attn: AIMS Custom Scoring Team

For assistance, please contact the Arizona Help Desk at 888-630-9145.

4) Reference. Report packages generated as part of the Arizona AIMS DPA contract:

School Summary Package 1 School Student Package 2
Summary Concept Performance Report—school (1 copy) Student Report—school (1 copy)
Demographic Report—school (1 copy) Student Longitudinal Report—school (1 copy)
NRT Summary Report—school (1 copy) District Package 1
Confidential Roster Report Detail-school (1 copy) Summary Concept Performance Report—district (2 copies)
Roster Report Summary-school (1 copy) Summary Concept Performance Report—school (2 copies)
Confidential Roster Report Detail-group (2 copies) Demographic Report—district (2 copies)
Roster Report Summary—group (2 copies) Demographic Report-school (1 copy)
Confidential Concept Performance Report—school (1 copy) NRT Summary—district (2 copies)
Confidential Concept Performance Report—group (1 copy) NRT Summary—school (1 copy)
School Summary Package 2 Confidential Roster Report Detail-school (1 copy)
Summary Report-school (1 copy) Roster Report Summary—school (1 copy)
School Student Package 1 District Package 2
Student Report—school (1 copy) Summary Report—district (2 copies)
Student Longitudinal Report—school (1 copy) Summary Report—school (1 copy)

Student Data File—group (1 copy on CD)
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CTB/McGraw-Hill

20 Ryan Ranch Road

Monterey, California 93940-5703
www.ctb.com
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